
Our Government Goes Into the Drygoods Business
Uncle Sam Sets
Up for Himself
¡n Nineteenth
Street . Does
a Flourishing
Business

E ________

THE United States Army
may be a trifle slow in

getting started, being like
other ponderous and pow-

(¿fnl bodies that way. but when it

/joes commence moving it travels

rib speed and effect. They found

gat oat in France, at St. Nazaire

ittd other places, where the natives

.rtuid wake up in the morning and

jnd some of their best vacant lots

joTered with warehouses. They
found that out also in New York,
»here the city awoke one morning
to find one P the few of its huge
empty buildings filled with a large
retail store, with the old United
States Army rs pr -rotor and man-

»ger.
Most peo] le were searching the

city unsuccessfully for two rooms

or one in v ¦¦ de] sit them-
lelves and their goods about the
time that Colonel J. M. Carson,
tone supply officer, was scanning
buildin? interiors for a place to
start' a store. He managed to find
eleven vacar:* floors ai 22 West
Nineteenth Street, ¦¦.. itl about
110,000 square f et .... when
hundreds were putting their goods
m storage an 1 taking rooms at
hotels because of their inability to
and apartments. Colonel Carson
isas proud of his house-hunting as

he is about any other single phase
of the project which he has so suc¬

cessfully launched.
The war's sudden end had left

BOontains of socks, underwear.
arctics, blankets, sioves, leggings
and overalls with nobody to wear

!em. While the majority of the
4,800,000 fighting men were melt¬
ing away into the mufti life these
huge store.-» of drygoods and cloth¬
ing remained in the gloomy depths
of some warehouse, a nation's lia¬
bility.
War Department officials cogi¬

tated, as War Department officials
Jo, at length and with great atten¬
tion to detail on the best way to
dispose cf tl is material. They
ftaally determined to establish a

huge retail store. governmei t
owned and run, In the central com¬

munity of each of the thirteen army
supply zones.

¿Vine Days' Xfonder
The detenr nation was reached

a the small dates of September,
but the real order to go ahead and
«et up a s« Hing organization was
sot forthcoming until September 15.
The plans were perfected, the build¬
ing whipped Into retail store
shape, the selling, checking, packing,
înancial, policing and other organ¬
isations wer<: moulded and the arti-

The grand opening was a

signal for crowds to form

cles for sale were installed in Just
nine days. Captain Jaffrey Peter¬
son, working under the direction of
Colonel Carson, was chiefly respon¬
sible for the celerity and efficiency
of the arrangements.

It was not known, on the night of
September 25, whether or not the
swift and effectual preparations
were to be rewarded with the pub¬
lic's patronage.

Captain Peterson worked until 5
o'clock in the morning of the open¬
ing day, wheeling a hand truck,
carrying good3 from the motor
trucks outside into the store. He
said that his handling the truck had
the same effect on his men as has
the shouldering of a regulation pack
by an officer on a long march. No¬
body has the courage to let up then,
he said. He took a short nap when
the sun was just beginning to break
through and he slept for three hour?
on a pile of army blankets. He
was awakened, he said, by the kind
of noise which comes from stadiums
at football games. It was rumbling
and rising. He looked out of the
window and saw a crowd which the
reporters agreed was made up of
20,000 persons who wanted to buy
army things and wanted to buy
them badly.

The captain climbed out on a

small balcony on the second floor
and attempted to address the poten¬
tial customers. He told the people
that 'the place didn't open until 1
in the afternoon; that it was a semi-
permanent affair and the best stufi
hadn't arrived yet, and that the
people were blocking the traffic anc

gumming up «the business of th«
neighborhood. About 2,000 wen1
away, but the remainder clung close
to the place where goods were to b(
sold at from 20 to ."0 per cent be
low the regular market prices. The
customers were allowed in at th<

Captain Peterson, trho estab¬
lished the nine flays" wonder

rate of 500 at a time, but even with
this precaution against congestion
it was only the strong man who
could exercise any kind of choice
in selecting his articles.
The storo really is a nine days'

wonder, when its receipts, person¬
nel and appointments are consid-
ered. It does an average daily busi¬
ness of $21,000, catering to 8,000
customers in less than eight hours.
Few retail stores do a yearly busi-
ness of $6,000,000, which is the per
annum income rate of the govern¬
ment's venture to date.

Organization
The first eight days following the

receipt of the order to establish the

Ex-service nun go right on nerving, and they make very
efficient clerks

store were consumed in the or-

ganization of the- various depart-
ments, the de gnation of functions
for each, the selection of the per¬
sonnel, the erection of counters and
storerooms and the mobilizing of
the necessary furniture and fire
prevention equipment.

Colonel Carson and Captain Pe¬
terson determined to use some of
the army's released man power in
the running of the store. They
applied to Major Warren Bigelow,
in charge of the. Réemployaient Bu-

reau for .Soldiers. Sailors and Ma¬
rines, and obtained the services of
over TOO wearer« of the Victory

as, more than one-third wear-
thi [ver 1. ind. Three hundred

w: re assigned to salesmen's jobs,
'. to the mail order depart-

:;.¦ '. fifty to the financial depart¬
ment and fifty to the executive
offices. The remainder were detailed
to perform laborers', porters' and
policing functions.

About the time of the opening of
the store, Luna Park at Coney

The crowds are perfectly orderly, but the "keep moving"
tilogan is useful all the same

Island was being boarded up for'
the winter, leaving a large staff of
cashiers and other girls jobless.
Captain Peterson corralled thirty-
five of these women and installed
h.en as cashiers and queens of
each counter, to which eight sales-

¦: of them with hands cal¬
loused and gnarled with a year or

ton of a doughboy's \yrk, were
detailed. They were taught the
triplicate checking Bystem in one

day, given some training as sales¬
men on another and were primed
for their work when the first rush
of patronage flooded the placo. One
husky youth was assigned to each

ter to v.rap the bundles
To facilitate the passage of the

stream of customers through the
etore a system of one-way aisles
and stairways was worked out, with
men, most of them former M. P.'s
in France, acting .is traffic cops.
Two of the four stairways wero

¦¦."..: only to those climbing 'ip
after bargains, while two others were
set aside for the weary, bundle-
laden shoppers homeward bound.

Newspapers, packages and um¬
brellas must he checked at the door
on entering the store. They are re-

turned when the customer departs.
No bundle may be carried out un-

less it has been stamped by the
wrapper. A bull-necked youth at
the only exit examines every pack¬
age carried away.

Captain Peterson has organized a
secret service system to detect
shop'iftcrs and dealers a* tempting
to obtain stocks for reselling. One
man was observed in the act of
jamming two pairs of socks into hi/>
pocket, but when he was appre¬
hended it was found that his own

socks were worn to shreds and wore

cutting his feet He was released
at the order of Captain P< terson
and when he reached the sidewi Ik
he found the two pairs of socks in
his pocket, duly stamped Some
doughboy had stood treat

Good for Three Months
The store will be continued ic

operation for three months at

least, according to Captain Peter¬
son. He bas« d this on the
amount of goods held by the gov¬
ernment here and the daily sales at
the store. In a Bingle day an aver¬

age of 5,000 pairs of socks, 4.000
suits of underwear. 4.000 towels
and 2,000 blankets are =old.
Women are in evidence chiefly dur-

Vast Stoek of
War Supplies
Helps Solve
the H. C. of L.
Problem f o r

New York

ing the middle of the day, but tow¬
ard evening male workers take
advantage of the opportunitj to cut
the cost of liviri
The transportation ffom the army

storehouses to the sales depot is in

the hands and vehicles of the Motor
Transport Corps. Up to o'clock
on the evening before the store was
thrown open to the public not a

single article had be< n delivered.
At that hour a fleet of motor
trucks laden until their spring«»
creaked moved quietly into West
Nineteenth Street. With n an hour,
fifty were lined up along th< :url
ing in the neighborhood of tl e
while pov irful muscles w<

ing to empty the trucks to ma .0

room for more.

A postal sub-station has been
established in the build'ng as part
of the mail order department. This
division is thriving beyond all ex¬

pectations. People living in
greater New York must make their
purchases personally, but residents
of the other sections of this zone.
which includes New York State
south of Schenectady, New Jersey
and Connecticut, may order by
mail. Orders are being executed in
a single day.

To assure every householder an

opportunity of obtaining some of
the goods, quant s 1 each cus¬
tomer are limited. Four
socks, which range in price fr
cents a pair for ho.iv-
to 5 cents a pair for those of r
claimed cotton, are the most
may be purchased by one customer.
Blankets are limited to two to a
customer. The price of these varies
from two for $1 to $6 each, the
latter being new woollen coverings.
No mere than three suits of under¬
wear may be taken away by a single
customer.

.Gas Masks. Too
"* The assortment of goods is by nc

means restricted to drygoods. Gas
masks, used, $1 each; goggles at 75
cents, flagstaff?, shovels and tools
are also on sale in heaping quanti-
ties and at extremely low prices.

stuffs will be placed on Bale
next week, a \ ortment o*
canned goods being the first serie.
of articles offer« J

In building up a $6,000,000-«-
year business In nine days the eo-

f the enterprise was over
looked. Put now a band is In the

ng '-¡rh Severn 1 musicians whe
once played in competition with th«

of angry artillery airead;
competing for places. A women's res
room is being installed, while th<
restaurant privilege has ;ust bee
given to a man who promises t.
keep the prices down to a reachable
minimum.

Is Ye Old Coffee House, Replacing the Saloon, Becoming a Scarlet Dive?
IS THE coffee house to take the

place cf the saloon, and if so,
1« it to fall heir to the vices
that put the liquor parlor on

^* toboggan ?
The suggestion that men may

b* convivial gatherings around
'-ta Mocha and .Tava as in days of
Tore is not a new one, but it is with
.»ething of a shock that those
¦fcuteta who v ad hoped to revive
«WOrni for -v e discussion of art and
««stare and económica find many
** our existing coffee houses failing
«o disreput« I »cause of -gambling
*»« bamorality.
^
Here in Mew York It was o:

»Wweeiu ago that Police Inspectoi
" Boettler and his

*'Hf' on coffee houses on
»»ei »Cast .. where 'V

»a«» were ... operation, [n the
r¡~*» ara Rumanian coffee
jy* a''>"* Grand and Houston
¡J**8 »d St Mark's Place gam-

r* ^p0 >fc i»y " -

"*¦**. to tl etors,
.ft1* ^ Mm« of the Industrial
JJJJ* of t.h0 Middir, West wti

it*. Úi*% *notheT vic9 I* findingJjm» in the coffee house, now that
-.,? i

oon *.¦ P-wM, or !i passing,*to b'jrtory

-Ot^'rW1*^ Pioae*r-pr«»" d"
^ iT1** *^* coffee house has
W1W0 *»* vIm« of th* saloon dive

and low cabaret in the underworld
of Cleveland and other cities. Ac¬
cording to Police Prosecutor Ed¬
ward Stanton, young girls are held
practically as slaves in these re¬

sorts, and are bought and sold by
the proprietors.

"These girls ore placed in coffee
houses," Baya Mr. Stanton, accord¬
ing to that newspaper, "in the guise
of waitresses, but are compelled to
lead immoral lives, dividing profits
with the owner of the coffee house
to which they are assigned."

Quoting further from "The .St.
Paul Pii . «t Pres3" we learn that.
"A well dreased, expensively Jewelled

woman, labellod by the police of Cleve¬
land and Detroit 'queen of the coffee
house '¦ ',' has been arrested In
tha effort to break the vice ring now

operating in coffee houses which have
.,: mg op In districts where the v,-i-

," population «. heaviest. Many for¬
mel saloons have been n.a.!«.; o-.-er into
coffee o íes.

5tanton accuses the rice
ring of baying, selling end exchanging
young i'.r i, n ng them to live im-
morally in coffee houses.

y f(,;T, e houses In Cleveland
by the police within

two weeks. Others am being
watched, and wherever young gti.'a are

employed as waitresses g:rls and own-

«rî are questioned.
"A girl taken from a eoffe« houee

owned by Mr». Sophia Podor testified
that a coffee ho*)" owner had ?ohi her
to the Podor» for $7. Mrs. Fodor and
f.<r husband Were arre«'-«'!.

"The old vice ttng which used to
operate in Urge ekle» through the tn*-

,diuca of Huno» retorta, saloon*, wine

Sliades of Addison and Steelel How luis the mighty coffee house fallen from its estate of a century ago I
".Detroit Sunday Netve*

rooms and vicious cabarets is now at¬
tempting to come back with the aid of
coffee houses, according to the police.
"Thus far the coffee houses have ap¬

peared in fore ¡rn listricts, ñr.-l f r-

eigr.er3 have been tl 3 owners. They
have the apj f being r

abie places, where coffee is sippi
men and women. There is no enter¬
tainment, an anything other
than coffee served. Usually th
noted an overabundan :e of waitresses,
mostly young and good look rig Men
waiters ere not employed, and the pat¬
ronage o- women coffee dr r.kers not

mcouraged il tb
a.^sc rt.

"Prosecutor Stanton believes that
mar.y mysteries of missing
cleared up when the coffee house evil
has be« n v i out."

Shades of Addison and Steele!
How has the mighty coffee h iuse
fallen from its estate in Ei
of a century ago! And e\
own American coffee houses have
changed, as can be judged from this
picture given us ;¦;. Marjorie
Porter, in "The Detroit Sunday
News"

"During the English occu]
whenever the Indians ga e the British
officers a few minute br< athing spacó,
the redcoats would gather at a little
place of refreshment in the village,
called the Fleur de Lid. Here mino

host, a genial Canadian known as Mas¬
ter François, and his dark eyed daugh-
ter, Babette, waited upon tho officers
of old Fort Pontchartrain.

"As for the purely American coffee
house in old Detroit, in time it became
a very popular institution- There were
several of them that were actually fa-

mous and known for miles around as
the haunts of certain cronies. Among
the most famous of these were tb
old Ter. Eyck Tavern, the Bates Street
Coffee ': iso'and Cliff's, or 'The OU
Yellow lavera.'
"The Bat . Street Coffee House

was one show places of the
city in ti e days. Distinguished
visitors were always taken there for

supp >.r and to meet the boys.
n ere were also other smaller coffes

. in the old days, and
' nted by its own par-

r .'

:- '- ;. .toffee house, as an insti-
:t p.t.'e In

troit of the past.
"W '.'. jain that piaco in De

tro t of the future ?

the sa

interfere w p. (Tee house.
"It m thai me great

a '.¦.¦¦ : and rn^re -.

e sa

on. But, as history si -, I
requirements of a meeting piace where

n a'l walks of life could "

companionship oi.ce k¿ why r.oc

iiga.r. " In modern times the ar:

the coffee housi Men v.

-:. and ¦-. ..- «¦ . the
ts and

"Strictly speaking, Detroit does not
possess any coffee houses at the pres¬
ent time, except for a few in a c*

foreign quarter where men gather to
talk politics; but places such as Ten
Eyck Tavern end the Bates Street Coi
fee House do not exist. In the
however, poor old history may I
heraeif again, and local celebrities of
years to come may seek inspiration
in new and improved coffee house«.''


